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Definition of Intellectual Freedom:

"Intellectual Freedom is the right of every individual to both seek and receive information from all points of view without restriction. It provides for free access to all expressions of ideas through which any and all sides of a question, cause or movement may be explored. Intellectual freedom encompasses the freedom to hold, receive and disseminate ideas."-







American Library Association

I. Library Bill of Rights

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and ideas, and that the following basic policies should guide their services.

I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their creation.

II. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

III. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide information and enlightenment.

IV. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas.

V. A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, age, background, or views.

VI. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use.

Adopted June 18, 1948, by the ALA Council; amended February 2, 1961; amended June 28, 1967; amended January 23, 1980; inclusion of “age” reaffirmed January 24, 1996.

A history of the Library Bill of Rights is found in the latest edition of the Intellectual Freedom Manual.

II. Code of Ethics of the American Library Association

As members of the American Library Association, we recognize the importance of codifying and making known to the profession and to the general public the ethical principles that guide the work of librarians, other professionals providing information services, library trustees and library staffs.

Ethical dilemmas occur when values are in conflict. The American Library Association Code of Ethics states the values to which we are committed, and embodies the ethical responsibilities of the profession in this changing information environment.

We significantly influence or control the selection, organization, preservation, and dissemination of information. In a political system grounded in an informed citizenry, we are members of a profession explicitly committed to intellectual freedom and the freedom of access to information. We have a special obligation to ensure the free flow of information and ideas to present and future generations.

The principles of this Code are expressed in broad statements to guide ethical decision making. These statements provide a framework; they cannot and do not dictate conduct to cover particular situations.

I. We provide the highest level of service to all library users through appropriate and usefully organized resources; equitable service policies; equitable access; and accurate, unbiased, and courteous responses to all requests.

II. We uphold the principles of intellectual freedom and resist all efforts to censor library resources.

III. We protect each library user's right to privacy and confidentiality with respect to information sought or received and resources consulted, borrowed, acquired or transmitted. 

IV. We respect intellectual property rights and advocate balance between the interests of information users and rights holders. 

V. We treat co-workers and other colleagues with respect, fairness, and good faith, and advocate conditions of employment that safeguard the rights and welfare of all employees of our institutions. 

VI. We do not advance private interests at the expense of library users, colleagues, or our employing institutions. 

VII. We distinguish between our personal convictions and professional duties and do not allow our personal beliefs to interfere with fair representation of the aims of our institutions or the provision of access to their information resources. 

VIII. We strive for excellence in the profession by maintaining and enhancing our own knowledge and skills, by encouraging the professional development of co-workers, and by fostering the aspirations of potential members of the profession. 

Adopted June 28, 1997, by the ALA Council; amended January 22, 2008.

III. Appropriate Use of Online Services

A. The Rights of Users

All library system and network policies, procedures, or regulations relating to electronic information and services should be scrutinized for potential violation of user rights.

User policies should be developed according to the policies and guidelines established by the American Library Association, including Guidelines for the Development and Implementation of Policies, Regulations and Procedures Affecting Access to Library Materials, Services and Facilities.

Users' access should not be restricted or denied for expressing or receiving constitutionally protected speech. If access is restricted or denied for behavioral or other reasons, users should be provided due process, including, but not limited to, formal notice and a means of appeal.

Information retrieved or utilized electronically is constitutionally protected unless determined otherwise by a court of law with appropriate jurisdiction. These rights extend to minors as well as adults (Free Access to Libraries for Minors; Access to Resources and Services in the School Library Media Program; Access for Children and Young Adults to Nonprint Materials).2 

Libraries should use technology to enhance, not deny, access to information. Users have the right to be free of unreasonable limitations or conditions set by libraries, librarians, system administrators, vendors, network service providers, or others. Contracts, agreements, and licenses entered into by libraries on behalf of their users should not violate this right. Libraries should provide library users the training and assistance necessary to find, evaluate, and use information effectively.

Users have both the right of confidentiality and the right of privacy. The library should uphold these rights by policy, procedure, and practice in accordance with Privacy: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights.

B. Equity of Access

The Internet provides expanding opportunities for everyone to participate in the information society, but too many individuals face serious barriers to access. Libraries play a critical role in bridging information access gaps for these individuals. Libraries also ensure that the public can find content of interest and learn the necessary skills to use information successfully.

Electronic information, services, and networks provided directly or indirectly by the library should be equally, readily and equitably accessible to all library users. American Library Association policies oppose the charging of user fees for the provision of information services by libraries that receive their major support from public funds (50.3 Free Access to Information; 53.1.14 Economic Barriers to Information Access; 60.1.1 Minority Concerns Policy Objectives; 61.1 Library Services for the Poor Policy Objectives). All libraries should develop policies concerning access to electronic information that are consistent with ALA's policy statements, including Economic Barriers to Information Access: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights, Guidelines for the Development and Implementation of Policies, Regulations and Procedures Affecting Access to Library Materials, Services and Facilities, and Resolution on Access to the Use of Libraries and Information by Individuals with Physical or Mental Impairment.

C. Information Resources and Access

Providing connections to global information, services, and networks is not the same as selecting and purchasing materials for a library collection. Determining the accuracy or authenticity of electronic information may present special problems. Some information accessed electronically may not meet a library's selection or collection development policy. It is, therefore, left to each user to determine what is appropriate. Parents and legal guardians who are concerned about their children's use of electronic resources should provide guidance to their own children.

Libraries, acting within their mission and objectives, must support access to information on all subjects that serve the needs or interests of each user, regardless of the user's age or the content of the material. In order to preserve the cultural record and to prevent the loss of information, libraries may need to expand their selection or collection development policies to ensure preservation, in appropriate formats, of information obtained electronically. Libraries have an obligation to provide access to government information available in electronic format.

Libraries and librarians should not deny or limit access to electronic information because of its allegedly controversial content or because of the librarian's personal beliefs or fear of confrontation. Furthermore, libraries and librarians should not deny access to electronic information solely on the grounds that it is perceived to lack value.

Publicly funded libraries have a legal obligation to provide access to constitutionally protected information. Federal, state, county, municipal, local, or library governing bodies sometimes require the use of Internet filters or other technological measures that block access to constitutionally protected information, contrary to the Library Bill of Rights (ALA Policy Manual, 53.1.17, Resolution on the Use of Filtering Software in Libraries). If a library uses a technological measure that blocks access to information, it should be set at the least restrictive level in order to minimize the blocking of constitutionally protected speech. Adults retain the right to access all constitutionally protected information and to ask for the technological measure to be disabled in a timely manner. Minors also retain the right to access constitutionally protected information and, at the minimum, have the right to ask the library or librarian to provide access to erroneously blocked information in a timely manner. Libraries and librarians have an obligation to inform users of these rights and to provide the means to exercise these rights.3
Electronic resources provide unprecedented opportunities to expand the scope of information available to users. Libraries and librarians should provide access to information presenting all points of view. The provision of access does not imply sponsorship or endorsement. These principles pertain to electronic resources no less than they do to the more traditional sources of information in libraries (Diversity in Collection Development).

The Wetmore Public Library’s policies of Intellectual Freedom and Appropriate Use of Online Services is directly from the American Library Association’s Website located at:

http://www.ala.org/index.cfm 

IV. Wetmore Public Library Rules Regarding Online Services
1. The Patron must sign a Computer Use Agreement (found under Service Policy, Appendix A) If under the age of 16, the Computer and Library Use Agreement must be signed and dated by the patron and his/her parent. (Appendix A this section.)
2. The Wetmore Public Library maintains a website with links to the Kansas State Library, NExpress, the American Library Association, and the Kansas Library Association. 

a. Help will always be available to patrons wanting to utilize the online databases available.

b. Databases available on the Kansas Library Website are:
Explore Our Online Resources

Available 24/7 to Kansas Residents

	Students Research Central
Databases organized for Middle School students and above.
	Top of Form

Master search: search all of our article databases at once!
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Bottom of Form

Advanced Search
	Research for Kids
Great stuff for elementary school students.


Co-sponsored by Kan-ed
  

Best for Students & Teachers
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.learnatest.com/LEL/index.cfm/?HR=http://www.kslc.org" Learning Express: Learning Centers (elementary through college levels) plus computer skills, GED and new workplace skills training. Looking to land a job? The Job and Career Accelerator will identify strengths and weaknesses, help with resume writing, and even monitor postings on job boards.
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 HYPERLINK "http://ksuc-agent.auto-graphics.com/LoginModule/Goto.aspx?myses=9775266&cusrvr=muses&cuid=ksuc&lid=kw9&dataid=45" InfoTrac Student Edition:  Periodical database for high school students with over 1,100 titles, cross searchable with e-books.
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 HYPERLINK "http://ksuc-agent.auto-graphics.com/LoginModule/Goto.aspx?myses=9775266&cusrvr=muses&cuid=ksuc&lid=kw9&dataid=44" InfoTrac Junior Edition: Periodical database for middle school students with over 330 titles, cross-searchable with e-books.
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 HYPERLINK "http://ksuc-agent.auto-graphics.com/LoginModule/Goto.aspx?myses=9775266&cusrvr=muses&cuid=ksuc&lid=kw9&dataid=182" Kids InfoBits: Developed especially for beginning researchers in Kindergarten though grade 5. Appropriate, graphic interface highlighting a subject-based topic tree search.
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 Academic OneFile: Science, Technology and Medicine, the humanities and more. For academics and students, undergraduate and postgraduate.
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 General OneFile: Time, Newsweek, Consumer Reports and thousands more magazines full text.
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 Expanded Academic ASAP, 1980-present: covers all academic areas, full text
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 ERIC (Education Resources Information Center): Online digital library of education research and information sponsored by the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) of the U.S. Department of Education.

 

Books
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 Kansas Library Catalog (KLC): search holdings of 900 Kansas libraries
[image: image11.png]


 Talking Book Catalog: Books, magazines and other materials available to qualified patrons through the Talking Books program
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 Kansas EZ Library: Digital audiobooks and ebooks collection. Please note we are in a transitional period for our online library. This replaces Audiobooks, Music and More. Many will need a Kansas Library Card to access this service, but please view the registration options to be sure of your best route.
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 Literature Resource Center: covering over 130,000 writers
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 WorldCat (OCLC): catalog of library holdings worldwide, over 96 million books and other materials
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 Virtual Reference Library: E-books, including science, health, history, and culture

Popular Topics
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 Agriculture


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.kslib.info/images/bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 Criminal Justice


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.kslib.info/images/bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 Culinary Arts


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.kslib.info/images/bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 Environmental Studies & Policy


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.kslib.info/images/bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 Fine Arts & Music
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 Gardening, Landscape & Horticulture


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.kslib.info/images/bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 Home Improvement


 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.kslib.info/images/bullet.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 Hospitality, Tourism & Leisure
Popular Resources
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 Chilton's Auto Repair: Quick online access to repair, maintenance and service information on the most popular cars, trucks, vans and SUVs on the road today.
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 HeritageQuest: search US federal censuses 1870-1930, family & local histories, tax lists, city directories, probate records
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 General OneFile: Time, Newsweek, Consumer Reports and thousands more magazines full text.
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 InfoTrac Newsstand: full text from over 150 worldwide newspapers

Health & Medical Information
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 Health & Wellness Resource Center, 1980 – present: consumer & alternative health information
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 Health Reference Center Academic, 1980 – present: full text of nursing & allied health journals
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 Nursing & Allied Health Source, 1986- present: full text of nursing, allied health, alternative & complementary medicine
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 Kansas Health Online: Tools to compare hospitals, find doctors and information about healthy lifestyles to help you make healthy choices.

Business & Technology
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 Business & Company Resource Center: company & industry information
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 Business & Company Profiles: Over 200,000 combined directory listings including the Graham & Whiteside international company directories.
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 Computer Database: news & reviews of hardware, software, electronics, engineering, communication and technology applications

En Espanol
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 Informe, 1994 – present: articles from Spanish & bilingual magazines & newspapers
APPROVAL BY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

This policy was approved by the Wetmore Public Library Board of Trustees on _________________.

President _________________________
Member _______________________

Vice-President_____________________
Member _______________________

Secretary _________________________
Member _______________________

Treasurer _________________________

Computer and Library Use Agreement


The Wetmore Public Library endorses cooperative use of computers, which means that we expect you to be responsible, and not bother other library users. Computers are to be used for intended educational purposes. Patron access stations are not private, so users are expected to use good judgment in accessing sites that may be offensive to others. The following are not allowed at the library:


Violation of computer security; unauthorized use of computer accounts or access codes; violation of software license agreements; violation of network usage policies and regulations; destruction or damage to equipment, software or data belonging to the library; harassing, slandering, or libeling of others; unauthorized copying of materials under copyright protection; authorizing of any monetary charges to the library for services or materials accessed through computers; violation of any posted Library Guidelines. MISUSE OF THE COMPUTER OR LIBRARY MATERIALS WILL RESULT IN LOSS OF COMPUTER PRIVILEGES.



I agree to pay the cost of replacement and/or repair for those computer items lost or damaged while in my use or care. I acknowledge that the Wetmore Public Library reserves the right to discontinue computer use privileges for failure to comply with computer or general library rules and regulations. The Wetmore Public Library will not be responsible for injury or damages to individuals or groups resulting from the use of the computer.

NAME OF USER_________________________________________________________

Signature:_______________________________________________________________

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ASSUMING CONTRACTUAL AND FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY if user is under 16 years of age, a parent or guardian must also sign the contractual agreement.

______________________________________________Date _______________________

Parent/guardian signature if user is under 16

INTERNET USE AGREEMENT


The Wetmore Public Library does not monitor and has no control over the information accessed through the Internet, and cannot be held responsible for its content. To be more specific, the library does not censor access to materials or provide protection from information that may be considered to be offensive. Also, not all sources on the Internet provide accurate, complete, or current information. The Internet user needs to be a good information consumer, questioning the validity of the information found. 


I agree to follow the computer and Internet policies of the Wetmore Public Library. I have also read and signed the Computer Use Agreement of the Wetmore Public Library, and agree to follow the rules when using all computers at the Wetmore Public Library.





___________________________________________





Signature


Date





___________________________________________





Signature of Parent or Guardian if user is under age 16





Authorizing use of the Internet at Wetmore Public Library
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